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Polysemy: Problem and Solution

Bipin Kumar Jha
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INTRODUCTION-
We always face the word which creates ambiguity in our day to day life conversation.
This nature of the word is stated as polysemy. Polysemy is a term used in semantic
and lexical analysis to describe a word with its various meanings. The study of
polysemy, or of the ‘multiplicity of meanings’ of words has a long history in the
philosophy of language, linguistics, psychology and literature. The word Polysemy
comes from Neo-Latin word polysemia, which comes from Greek word polysemous.
Poly means 'many' and sema means sign. Thus polysemy gives us a linguistic term,
"having many meanings" or multiple meanings.
The words polysemy and polysemous are defined as "having or characterized
by many meanings; the existence of several meanings for a single word or phrase".
As it mentioned above, these terms refer to "words" or other "items of language
with two or more senses"; for example-
A person asks his friend-
What time is it?
He replies-
Look at the hand and figure it out yourself.
Again he asks-
What hand? My hand?
He gets reply-
No no!! The hand of the clock.
Here we find that HAND refers many meanings.
e It refers hand of that person as well as hand of the clock. Hand of that person
refers the part of the body at the end of the arm which is used for holding,

moving, touching and feeling things.

e While the hand of the clock refers one of the long, thin pieces that point to the
numbers on a clock or watch.
Thus we can see here that the word hand has-
1. Same form

2. Multiple meanings

Polysemy

pofy/ \s‘emy

/ \

many meaning
The same word which has many related meanings
How are the word and different meanings related?
1. FUNCTION (WHAT IT DOES?)

In the case of HAND - it refers the part of body and points the object and in other
meaning it refers part of clock or watch which points the time. Thus due to same

function this word is polysemus.

2. STRUCTURE (THE SHAPE IT TAKES?)
The part of body (hand) is long as well part of clock (hand) is long thus in the term of

structure also hand is polysemy.

3. LOCATION (WHERE CAN IT BE FOUND?)

Location is also similar.

Examples-
Eye-
e The organ that gives us sight.




e The hole in the needle which we put the thread through.
e A dark spot on a potato or similar plant from which a new stem or leaves wil will
grow.
Mouth
¢ The opening through which an animal or human takes in food.
e The opening of a bottle, jar or container.
e An opening leading out or into a hollow place.
e Lower end of the river leading to the sea.
Neck
e The part of the body which joins the head to the shoulders.
e Part of hollow object which is at the top and is narrower then the part below it.
e Neck of guitar
Shoulder
e One of the two parts of the body at each side of the neck which join the arms to
the rest of body.
e The part of a bottle that curves out bellow its opening.
e The part of a hill or mountain near the top.

e The edge or border running on either side of a roadway.

e The last part of the leg when someone is standing.
e The lower end of the leg of a chair or table.

e The lowest part of a mountain or hill.

e The end that is lower or opposite the head.

e Any units of length based on the length of the human foot.
Lexical point of view-
It is firstly noted in 1967 by Robinson that what the complex relation between word and

meaning is. It has been observed that a single concept can be expressed by several

different words and that conversely, one word can carry different meanings'. There

! Polysemy Theoretical and Computational Approaches, by Yeal Ravin
http://www.logobook.ru/af/11138476/2272/098238428_sample.pdf

after we find that a lexical conception of polysemy was developed by B. T. S. Atkins, in
the form of lexical implication rules. These are rules that describe how words, in one
lexical context, can then be used, in a different form, in a related context2.
Regarding sentential meaning polysemy plays a big role to differ the meaning of that
sentence.
For example-

e The fish smells good.

e The fish smells.
In the second sentence sentential verb ‘smell’ gives the meaning that ‘the fish smells
bad.

Computational point of view-

When computer applications handle the natural language, it is found the computer has
limitations. Computer has only resource what we put previously in it. In this way
computers are handicapped because they can only interpret the context as string of
letters, words or sound, and not as meaning. In this case polysemy is problematic for
to give meaning according to context due to ambiguity of words. The problem can be
resolved by disambiguation. Human can do it due to its word knowledge and context

but computers have not the same.

It can be presented a nice example of computers limitation regarding polysemy as the

form of Google English to Hindi translation.

A number of researchers and computation linguistics tried to understand computational
capabilities and devoted them to resolve the problem. It can be mentioned some
important attempt regarding the resolution to resolve this problem.

Bar-Hillel (1964) devoted himself for automat zed machine translation. He lastly stated
that no such computer program is available by which computer can assign appropriate
sense (Polysemy book).He has presented the solution to the problem would involved a
completed characterization of word knowledge, which is unbounded. Katz and Fodor

(1963) publishing an article on 'A Theory of Semantic interpretation' points out about

? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polysemy




mental lexicon. Kelly and Stone (1975) used this theory to create an algorithms for
automatic sense disambiguation. Till 1970 Kelly-stone identified almost 671 words and
made a hand coded algorithm for disambiguating those words with the help of 30
students. This attempt is also not sufficiently rich to account for the productivity of

human language.

Conclusition-

As we mentioned above, polysemy is a vital problem machine translation or
computational work but it can be resolved not fully but in certain limit because there is
demarcation line between nature language and artificial language.

We can do a classification following human feeling and senses ie. Philosophical, social

cultural, scientific. We have to follow this sequence to resolve the problem.

e Prepare a list of pollysemy

e Put possible meanings of polysemy

e Make a program to Demarcate of all the polysemy words
e Make Capable to show meanings

e Make an algorithm should be developed to identify.

All languages> Hindi>Dharm

Ex- |Te & T 7T 1
> g
Possible meaning
Religion
Duty
Selection
Duty

In this way we can handle pollysemy problem and step forwad for appropriate machine
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Dhxra | is a very significant term in Indian intellectual tradition. The derivation of ‘dhira /
(adjective) is- dhi+ra+ka'. ‘Dhi | means intelligent, who has understanding of good and bad.™
‘Ra | means ‘samudra’ or in the sense of courage, determined, etc. Thus, dhira / means one
who is stable-minded, self-confident, courageous, self-determined, and intelligent; and who has
patience together with a purified mind and heart, who is detached from sensual pleasures.iii In
Gita also, it is said- samadukhasukha- dhiram (2.15); tulyapriyapriyo dhira / (14.24). This
connotation has a very significant presence in the Upanieadic Philosophy. The significance
comes in relation to the teachings of the Upanieads, i.e. the realization of Brahman. Upanieadic
philosophy is the philosophy of Self-realization. It says that one should know the Self which is
identical with the ultimate reality or Brahman", and thereby one can become immortal and
whose nature becomes full of bliss. But it is not possible to know or realize Brahman for
everyone because it requires fulfilling some pre-conditions after which only, he becomes
competent to be initiated and instructed by a guru. The spiritual journey is like walking in the
sharp edge of a razor.” The weak cannot realize this atman."! Yama says that even the devat/ s,
living in svargaloka, previously doubted about the existence of (fma after death; but they were
not capable of knowing this Ultimate Truth."" It means- the qualities, devat/s keep, are not
enough for being a knower of (rm/ When Yama says - “{#caryo vakt[J ku#alo’sya labdh(]

T kudal nusieTa /”Vm, it is overstated that the knower as well as the teacher of

Lis&caryo j
brahmavidy! are very rare to be found.

So, the Upanieads have used the
term dhira [to differentiate the ordinary people from the discussion of self-knowledge. Most of
the principal Upanieads have used this term to designate the “knower of Brahman’. For
example- “dhxr1/ pretylsml llokldam #ta bhavanti’ (Kena Up.-2.13.); ‘Iti seudrum

dhxrinlm’ (Isopaniead-10); Uddh/smidukthaviddhxrastie Thati’(B ¢ hdaranyakopanieads-

5.13.1); ‘Tameva dhiro vijiaya’ (Brhadaranyaka Up.-4.4.21); ‘Tadvijl I nena paripasyanti
dhxr(] }(Mu)\dakopaniead-2.2.7). Ka Thopaniead contains much more references on this term
comparing to the others like- ‘Tam/ tmastha- ye nupassyanti dhxra /(2.2.12/ 13; Svetasvetara
Up.-6.12); “Indriy[ =" p #thagbh! va- udayastamayau ca yat, prithagutpadyamananam matv!']
dhxro na #ocati’(2.3.6); ‘Dhxro harea&okau jah!iti’(1.2.12); * ltmIina- matvi) dhxro na
socati’(1.2.22/2.1.4); ‘Atha dhxri| am etatva- viditv[7(2.1.2). He is one who desires of
immortality and with eyes averted from sensuous object, sees the (tman within. Because one
sees the outer world not the inner self due to the natural tendency of outgoing senses.™ He
knows what is eternal and what is non-eternal. What clearly dhxra /means in Upanieads can be
bring out by its antonym manda } as is used in the Ka Thopaniead. We can translate both the
terms as wise and ignorant. Thus dhxra /means one who is qualified by all those pre-conditions
desirable for being a knower of Brahman with a discriminative power between oreyas and
preyas or good and pleasure. Man is free to choose preyas or #reyas, yet, from the point of
view of means and ends; «reyas and preyas approach man in a mixed-up form, as it were, in a
form difficult to discriminate by a man of poor understanding. But the dhxra /can discriminate
between them and through the #reyas path acquire the knowledge of Brahman. Sruti says-
“Sreyas ca preyas ca manusyam etas tau samparitya vivinakti dhira /
Sreyo hi dhiro bhipreyaso v #nite, preyo mando yoga-keemad v #nite.™

Ranganathananda sums up like this-
“The word dhira [ means ‘the wise one’ and indicates a combination of intelligence and
courage. The Upanieads speak of man’s greatness in two forms-first, his intelligence by which
he understand the facts of the outer and the inner worlds; second, his courage, heroism, by
which he not only merely knows but also achieves truth and excellence. Mere intelligence is not
enough; courage is also necessary. Their combination makes for the highest character where the
power of knowledge becomes transmuted into the energy of vision. Indra and Virocana
shows this contrast of intelligence though both can be considered as courageous in their inquiry
to Brahman through Prajapati.™ The perfect combination of intelligence and courage is seen in
case of Naciketa who raised his voice against his father, went to Yama and regarding the third
boon, i.e. what happens to atman after death, show his intelligence as well as courage. He was
not attracted by the worldly desires or prosperities, lavishly given by Yama, instead of asking
that third boon. But Naciketa was intelligent enough in discrimination between the eternal Self

and non-eternal phenomenal world, finding out the right question to ask to the right person.Xiv




Naciketa after having being tested by Yama before imparting him brahmajiiana, afterwards he

has been praised by Yama for his renunciation of worldly possessions by the term dhirah-

‘Dh ety ] dhxrao naciketo tyasr/ kexh.

XV

We can summarizes the qualities of a dhirapuriiea /in

the Upanieadic Philosophy from the example of Naciketa, in the following points-

1.

Non-attachment and indifference towards worldly objects as compared to the ordinary
people. Yama, praising this attitude, also says that he believes N/ ciket/] as one who is
desirous of knowledge, for even many objects of pleasure have not shaken him.* He
was not allured by the temptations and the glamour of the immediate pleasant.""ii
Enormous perceptivity and ability to opt between good or bad. N/ ciket/7s intellectual
integrity is blown up through his understanding, determination™" and discriminative
power between #reyas and preyas.™ In the beginning, when his father gives useless
dlna, he quickly realized its wrong direction and took necessary precaution for him. It
is not other than his power of knowledge.

Complete absorption in one thought or one pointed yearning for the Ultimate truth or
mokea. Nl ciket/ s intense desire for the achievement of brahmavidy!7 is unparralel.™
The qualities like sincerity, faith, devotion and purity are also desperately required.
NLciket/] has an unwavering and unquestioning faith on guru or the scriptures. He is
devoted to his duty as a son or as a student, sincere in every business of life with a
purified mind.

B ¢had! ranyakopaniead defines an aspirant(dhira |) as [ inta, Dl nta, Uparata, Titikeu
and Samhita™ [ Cnta means a person who ceases himself from the activities of the
external organs while D/ inta from the activities of the internal organs. Uparata means
free from all desires and Sam/ hita means one-pointed.

This is what is called in the VedlntasCira, as the sCdhana-catue Taysampanna

pramata, who is acquainted with the knowledge of discrimination between the

permanent and the transient, renunciation of the fruits of action in this world and in the
other, the six treasures of /ama etc. and the desire for emancipa.tion.’“di Acarya |a=kara
also says that an aspirant has to calm his mind, has to be victorious over his senses,

should have least bad habits, obedient, and should have an immense desire of

xxiii

emancipation.

In all those references, it becomes clear that ‘dhxra | is a term which indicates a state where
one prepares himself fully to take the journey of realization of Brahman. Since, the realization
of Brahman is not easy; it demands of man of extraordinary intelligence, courage and
endurance; this is the dhira /whose glory is sung in all the Upanieads and the dhira /| the wise
one, alone is entitled to realize Brahman. Sruti says- ‘Tena dhara apiyanti brahmavida / svarga-
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lokamita urdha- vimukta |
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Ancient Hindu Law Against womens’ property rights and their
succession procedure.

Together With succession Act 1956.°

Hindu law is generally believed to have been derived mainly from Vedas, followed by
Dharmashastras, which are supposed to have been preceded by and elaborated from the
Dharmasutra. Dharma was in fact a much wider term including religion, social, moral, domestic
and other regulations including legal rules as well. There are usually three principal sources

of dharma in the Dharmasastra
1) Sruti - literally "what is heard," but referring to the Vedas or Vedic literature,

2)smrti literally "what is remembered," but referring to the Dharmasastra texts as well

as other Sanskrit texts such as the Puranas and the Epics (Mahabharata and Ramayana),

3) acara literally "practice,”" but referring to the norms and standards established by

educated people who know and live by the first two sources of dharma.

The smrtis are metrical texts. There are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of texts that fall
into this category, but the famous smytis among them are Manu and yajnavalkya. The ancient
Hindu jurists generally distinguished between the rules relating to religious and moral
observances(Aachara and Prayaschita) on the one hand, and those relating to positive
law(Vyavahara) on the other. The succession (dayabhaga) comes under the vyavahara bhaga.
The two major law treatise the Dayabhaga of Jimutavahana and the Mitakshara by vijnanesvara

focus on succession procedure

Succession implies the act of succeeding or following, as of events, objects, places in a
series. In the eyes of law however, it holds a different and particular meaning. It implies the
transmission or passing of rights from one to another. In every system of law provision has to
be made for a readjustment of things or goods on the death of the human beings who owned

and enjoyed them.

’ TANUJA MOHANTY, PH.D SCHOLAR, DEPT. OF SANSKRIT, PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY, KALAPET - 14

This paper deals with the ancient law against womens’ property rights and their

succession together with modern cuccession act.

The property held by a woman is called “women’s property” or “Stridhan”. The word
Stridhana is derived from two words stri (meaning woman) and dhana (meaning wealth). It is
used however in different senses in different schools. In modern hindu law stridhana denotes
not only the specific kinds of property enumerated in the smritis, but also other species of
property acquired or owned by a woman over which she has absolute control and she forms the

stok of descent in respect of such property, which accordingly devolves upon her own heirs®.

In the ancient smritis and ‘Dharma shastras’ (for the most part dating back to 200 BC-
400 AD), which were the first systematic treatment of hindu law, the question of property rights
and inheritance formed one of the important aspects of civil law, with the more controversial
question of women’s rights also being discussed. This topic contains explanation of these things

regarding woman’s property. These are as follows:-

1- What constitutes stridhan ?
2- What are the rights of a woman over her stridhan?
3- What is the order of succession to stridhan ?

4- What is the Property rights status of widow women?

First of all I will start with the first question, what constitutes stridhan ? The old sages like
manu, the mitakshara and Jimutavahana have given their views regarding this

stridhana(woman’s property).

The Mitakshara and the authorities took the term “stridhana” in its etymological sense as
incluiding all kinds of property of which a woman had become the owner, whatever the extent
of her right over it.> Jimutavahana restricted the term to that property of the woman over which
she had absolute control even during the life of her husband.® Following the Mitakshara
Vyavahara mayukha made a distinction between technical and non-technical stridhana for the
purpose of inheritance. According to him all kinds of stridhana that are enumerated in the

smritis as technical stridhna,” while non-technical stridhana includes every type property

4 Jhon D.Mayne, treatise on hindu law and usages(west Bengal: Bharat law house,1986), at 840.
* Mitakshara, 11, xi,2-3

6 Dayabhaga, iv, 1, 18

7 Vyavahara Mayukha, iv, x, 18, 24-27




excluding the technical stridhana. Manu says six fold property of woman.® Followings are six

fold property:-

1- What was given before the nuptial fire(Adhyagni)

2- What was given at the bridal procession(Adhyavahanika)
3- What was given in token of love (Pritikarmani dattam)
4- What was received from a brother

5- Received from a mother

6- Received from a father

According to Vijaneswar in Mitakshara the stridhana are as follows: “That which was given
by the father, by the mother, by the husband or by a brother and that which was presented by
the maternal uncles and the rest at the time of wedding before the nuptial fire; and a gift on a

second marriage or gratuity on account of supersession.

Jimutavahana has described stridhan affirmatively and negatively. According to him,
affirmatively means all gifts from relations constitute stridhana except a gift of immovable
property made by the husband, and that gifts from strangers also constitute stridhana if made

before the marriage.

Now I am going to explain about the second question; What are the rights of a woman

over her stridhan?

Manu stated that a wife, a son, and a slave could have no wealth exclusively their own,
the wealth which they may earn is regularly acquired for the man to whom they belong.gBut the
effect of these texts has been counteracted by others of a contrary import, and there has been
gradually developed the law of stridhan, which forms a singular chapter of
ancient law

The woman has an absolute, exclusive dominion over all her Stridhan including
movable and immovable property and has the power to sell, alienate or give it away as she
pleases both during her lifetime and thereafter. Her husband and / or his family members have

no rights over a woman's Stridhan.

8 Manusmriti, ix-184
° Manusmriti, viii, 416.

It is usually practical and preferable that any girl especially educated girls of today
maintain a list of their Stridhan as also become capable of looking after their own Stridhan in
terms of its security such as opening a bank locker in their single names for the purposes of
storing jewellery and instruments of money, property etc. or keeping it under their lock and

key.

The husband’s right over the property that the wife brought with her subsequent to her
marriage was absolute. All the property that belonged to the wife that was not included in the
dowry was called paraphernalia. This was her absolute property over which the husband had no

control'

. Also, the husband acquired no beneficial interest in his wife’s property by marriage.
It was only in times of pressing need that he could use his wife’s separate property,'' but he

would have a strong moral obligation to return the same or the value of it.

The author of the Dayabhaga makes this absolute dominion follow from his definition
of stridhan; for he applies the name stridhan only to such descriptions of property as are
absolutely at the disposal of a woman.'> The Mitakshara contains no express provision on the

subject.

In the Vedic age, we do not learn much about the property rights of females. From one
verse, we learn that an unmarried girl has a share in her father's property even if she has
brothers. But it is vague. However as society flourished and became more complex, inheritance

and transmission of private property became of paramount importance.

Now I am starting the explanation about the third question; What is the order of

succession to stridhan ?

In the Hindu law, the order of succession is partly given by direct enumeration of heirs,
and is partly left to be deduced from certain general rules. From the earliest ages various laws
were set down. But we do not learn much about the position of daughters. It was agreed that
just as a son had the first claim on his father's property, so too daughter shall inherit her
mother's Stridhan. The order of preference was unmarried daughters, married but poor
daughters, married and well-off daughters. A son can claim it only if there were no daughters or

if the mother in her lifetime had made it over to him. Similarly the consensus was that if there

0 AN Saha, Marriage and Divorce (Calcutta: Eastern Law House, 1996), at 7.
EJ. Trevelyan, Hindu Family Law (London: W. Thackeray & Co., 1908), at 73.
12 Dayabhaga, Ch. IV, Sec. 1, 18.




were no sons, then the daughter shall inherit all her father's property. It was explained that both
the son and daughter come from the father's body and therefore there is no essential difference
between them. Hence "No one else can be a heir when a daughter is present. If there is no son,

then the daughters or the only daughter shall inherit everything.

First, the important texts of the smritis on succession to stridhana may be brought
together. Manu said that the six kinds of stridhana," as also anvadheya stridhana and gifts
made by the husband through affection, should go to her progeny if she dies in her husband’s
lifetime. Manu'* further said that when a woman was married in one of the five forms of
marriage example — Brahma, Daiva, Arsa, Prajapatya and Gandharva and died without issue her
stridhana goes to her husband and if she was married in the Asura and the other two forms it

went, if she died issueless, to her mother and father.

Mitakshara order of succession for all kinds of stridhana, other than sulka and maiden’s
property, is as follows: (1) unmarried daughter; (2) married daughter who is indigent (3)
married daughter who is well provided for; (4) daughter’s daughters; (5) daughter’s
son; (6) sons; (7) son’s sons; (8) husband (if the woman was married in one of the four
approved forms); (9) sapindas of the husband in the order of propinquity; on failure of any
sapinda of the husband, her mother, then her father and then the sapindas of the father (before it
goes to the Crown). But if the woman was married in one of the unapproved forms, then on
failure of her descendants her stridhana went to her mother, then to her father and then to the
father’s sapindas in the order of propinquity. On failure of the sapindas of the father it would

(by analogy) go to her husband and then to his sapindas (before going to the Crown).

The Dayabhaga provides for a readjustment of the order of succession, which was
originally confined to the family, by the recognition of consanguity to some extent, in addition
to the agnatic relationship. Dayabhaga’s rules on the subject are not simple. Jimutabahana
devides stridhana property into four categories; 1- Sulka, 2- Yautaka, 3- Anvadheyaka and 4-
ayautaka.'’As regards sulka , Jimutabahana'® follows the rules which were propounded by the

mitakshara. For the yautaka type of stridhana, Jimutabahana quoted the verses of manu that the

' Manu IX, 195
“1X, 196-197

'* Daya, ch.IV
' Daya, IV. 3. 29

property which was given to the mother on her marriage(yautaka) was to go to her unmarried

daughters.17

Giving focus on the Property right status of widow women Vedic age did not give
rights to widow women to inherit her husband’s property. Boudhayana18 states that the Vedas
declared no inheritance to a widow. Apastambalgalso rejected the widow as the successor of her

husband’s property.

The above discussion giving a clear conclusion that a women as a widow enjoyed very

limited legal and economic status during vedic time.
Hndu Succession Act 1956

Till 1956 which hindu law was ruling over this society, that was little changed on June
1956. According to this act womens should get same share of property as men.the Hindu
Succession Act of 1956 (September 2005), have improved the property rights of Hindu women.
By this act the daughter is recognized as heir by birth in the same manner as her brothers. The
sections of the Act did not allow widows remarrying to inherit the property of their deceased
husband, have been repealed. The hindu succession act 16 has discussed about the procedure of

stridhana property partion. According to this heirs are as follows -

stridhana
g
First heir (Her son/daughter)

o
Second heir (husband)

a

Father

g
Father’s blood relatives

a
Mother’s blood relatives

' Manu,IX. 131
'* Boudhayana D-11.2.3.46

' Apastamba D-11.6.14.2-3




Hindu Succession Act, daughters still has limited rights regarding ancestral property. Regarding
widow it stated that now it is possible for hindu widow to succeed even to the whole property
of her husband by will, subject to the legal right of certain dependents of the deceased husband

for maintance.

Conclusion

from these above discussion it appears that a women as a maiden as a wife and as
widow enjoyed very limited rights on property during veda and smriti time, but present hindu
law is different from ancient. It given focus on womens’ equal share on her parental property as

like a men.

The process of inference in the light of Mimamsa System

Dr. Bhagaban Panda

Dept. of Sanskrit, Govt. Vidarbha Institute of Science
& Humanities, Amravati, Maharashtra

Knowledge, as it is defined in Mimamsa system, is of two kinds valid and invalid. Valid
knowledge is the knowledge of an unknown real knowledge™'. The means of valid knowledge or
pramanas, according to Bhatta school of Purva Mimamsa, is a knowledge which does not fail to
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recognize™" whereas, Prabhakaras hold pramana as 'valid knowledge' (but not the means of valid

knowledge). He opines that pramana or valid knowledge as 'experience, which is totally different from

xxvii

remembrance™"". However, the numbers of pramana, according to Kumarila Bhatta, is six whereas;

according to Prabhakara it is only five®™". Those six pramanas are Perception, Inference, Similarity,

Analogy, Presumption and Negation.

Among these pramanas, inference or anumana as defined in Shabara Bhashya is 'a cognition of
an object not in direct contact and forming one of the two sides to a known relation, one of which is
directly apprehended™™. Let us analyze the above definition of inference given by Shabarasvamin. This
definition contains three necessary conditions. Those are asannikruste buddhih, jnatasambadha and

ekadeshadarshana.

Asannikruste buddhih means, ‘the knowledge of an object, which is not in direct contact with
sense organs’. The term ‘jnatasambadhasmarana’ indicates that there should be a known relation

between two objects, which are invariably related with each other.

Ekadeshadarshana means ‘of which one should be directly apprehended’. It means out of
those two objects, which are invariably connected with each other, one should be seen from a

distance. In simple language, ekadeshadarshana refers to vyapya darshana.
Now, let us organize this into a sequence.
First: ekadeshadarshana (vyapya darshana)

Then: jnatasambadhasmarana (vyapti smarana)




Finally: asannikruste buddhih (anumiti)

An example like ‘this mountain possesses fire because of smoke’ can present a clear picture of
this format. According to Mimamsa system, smoke is ekadesha (vyapya), because it is pervaded by fire.
The word jnatasambadha indicates to a known relation (say, relation of smoke and fire) i.e. ‘where

there is fire there is smoke’. So the process of inference in this system appears like this:

1. Dhuma darshana
2. Vyapti smarana
3. Anumiti
There is no scope for ‘application’ on paramarsha here as Nyaya holds. Mimamsakas hold
‘buddhi’ or knowledge as inference. From the above process of inference it is clear that Mimamsa

system does not require the third component called paramarsha at all.

This definition of inference as given by Shabarasvamin, contains two important terms like
jnatasambadha and asannikrustabuddhi. These two terms have been interpreted by later Mimamsakas

in various ways. Let us discuss them one by one.
Four alternative interpretations of jnatasambadha given by Kumarila:

Kumarila Bhatta, the author of Shlokavarttika, derives four possible alternative meanings of

the term jnatasambadha.
First Interpretation:

The first interpretation, as he suggests, is pramata jnatasambadhah™. Jnatasambadha means
the knower, who knows the invariable relationship of probans and probandum i.e. between smoke and
fire. The compound has been dissolved by him in two ways such as: bahuvrihi and karmadharaya.
When it is bahuvrihi it expresses the meaning like jnata sambhadhah yena sah™ (the knower, who
already has experienced the sambandha). When it is karmadharaya it expresses the meaning like
jnatah sambadhah yatra™" (where the sambadha has been experienced i.e. pakshaekadesha). Thus,
the form of inference, according to his first interpretation, follows like this: when such a person
(pramata, who knows the invariable concomitance of smoke and fire) happens to see smoke from a
distance (somewhere in the mountain), then he remembers the invariable concomitance and

immediately the inferential concomitance i.e. this mountain possesses fire arises in him.

Second Interpretation:

His second interpretation suggests that the compound may be explained as referring to the
substratum (ekadeshin), where the relationship of smoke and fire is apprehended™. Here,
jnatasambadha stands for similar instances (sapaksha)™®". There are many places where smoke and
fire are seen together like kitchen etc., and the most common place like mountain etc, where after
observing smoke the fire is inferred. The former one is called paksha whereas the later one is called

sapaksha.

The paksha and sapaksha both are ekadeshin (the instance) whereas smoke and fire both are ekadesha
(the relata). To fit the present context we may quote Parthasarathi Mishra’s definition of inference.
Inference, according to him, is an ekadesha (for example, smoke), of a sapakshaikadeshin (for example,
kitchen), where invariable concomitance of smoke and fire has already been recognized. And when it
will be perceived in the pakshaeikadeshin (i.e. mountain) there arises the cognition of another
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ekadesha and this later cognition is called inference™". Therefore, the form of inference on the basis
of second interpretation is ‘anuman sapakshasya ekadeshadarshanadekadeshantare asannikruste

budhih’.
Third Interpretation:

The third alternative interpretation of Kumarila Bhatta takes a new turn. Here, he derives the meaning
of the compound jnasambadha as a ‘known relationship’. He dissolves the term with the help of
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karmadharaya samasa™". And the word ekadesha refers to a member of this relationship. The
relationship only can occur between two terms and members. Here, the members are smoke and fire.
So, the inference, according to his third interpretation, is the cognition of fire (say, second member) of

a known relationship holding from the perception of smoke i.e. first member.
Fourth Interpretation:

The fourth possible interpretation of the compound ‘jnatambadha’ refers both linga and lingin, whose
relationship is known™"". That which includes another thing is called linga and lingin is that whose
presence is inferred by linga. Smoke always indicates the presence of fire therefore it is linga and fire is
being indicated by smoke therefore it is called lingin. Hence, inference occurs when on the perception
of one part (smoke) of a logical whole, the cognition of the second part (fire) arises from a known
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relationship i.e. invariable concomitance between two parts




Prabhakara theories of inference

On the other hand, Prabhakara Mimamsaka, another commentator of Shabara Bhashya,
interprets the compound jnatasambadha as a ‘known relation’. So, the inference, in the words of
Prabhakara, is ‘a knowledge which arises of that which is not in contact with sense organs and which
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arises after the perception of one part”™". Smoke is such an object whose relationship is established
with fire and which takes place somewhere in the mountain. The knowledge of fire, which arises from

the perception of the same, is not in contact with the sense organs.

The interpretation of the word asannikrushta

Further, both the Mimamsakas have come forward to define the word asannikrushta. According to
Kumarilabhatta, the word asannikrushta, which literally means ‘not in contact with the sense organs’,
is non-determined. By giving the meaning ‘non-determined’ he means to exclude two things such as:
‘the determination of the inferable object in that form’ and ‘the determination of that in the contrary
form™. For example, the inferential cause like fire etc. According to him, if the very existence of
inferable object i.e. fire will be previously determined through sense perception etc. then it would be a
restatement here (i.e. in the case of inference). Similarly, it would be non-valid if it is determined as

non-existing. Therefore, he has explained the term as non-determined.

On the other hand, Prabhakar Mimamsaka, explains the term in a different way. According to
him, the word ‘sannikrushta’ means remembrancex", and asannikrushta means that which is different
from remembrance. Because this can be a cause to dust etc. As a matter fact, Shalikanatha, the author

of Prakaranapanjika, explains the word keeping the meaning unchangedx'”.

A comparative study of both the schools provides some notable observations. The way
Kumarila explains is little complicated one. He gives all possible interpretations, from various angles.
On the other hand, Prabhakara’s definitions are seem to be simpler and to the point. Hence, the later

one seems to be more approaching.

Kinds of inference:

First type

The tradition of classifying inference into svartha and parartha, perhaps, has been started from
Dignaga. Pre-Dignaga school of Indian philosophy has nothing to say in this regard®". However, there is
no reference of such division either in Jaiminiya sutra or in Shabara’s commentary. But in

Manameyodaya the inference has been divided into two such as: svartha (inference for oneself) and

parartha (Inference for others). Inference for oneself (svartha) occurs when fire etc. is inferred after
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seeing smoke etc. through the remembrance of invariable concomitance™. So, this process needs

three steps.

Hetu darshana (perception of smoke somewhere in the mountain)
Vyaptismarana (remembrance of invariable concomitance of probans and
probandum)
Anumiti (the knowledge ‘that there is fire on the
Mountain’).

A close observation can direct that the definition given by Shabarasvamin and that of present one is in

no way different.

The inference for others, as it is defined in Manameyodaya, is ‘some object (some inferable object i.e.
fire etc.) are known through the words of another’. This is an inference of statements. Here, somebody
after experiencing for himself tries to convince to somebody else through some statements. Those

statements, which are known as syllogism, are like this:

Proposition (pratijna) - ‘mountain is fiery’

Reason (hetu) - ‘because there is smoke’

Example (udaharana) - ‘where there is smoke there is fire as in the
kitchen’

Here, a further discussion continues regarding the numbers of avayavas. Narayana, the author of
Manameyodaya, criticizes Naiyayikas saying ‘we, unable to put up with repetition, speak of three
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members, either ending with the example or beginning with the example™”. In either way they accept
only three-membered syllogisms. We have seen the statement ending with example. Now let us see

the proposition beginning with example.

Example (udaharana) : where there is smoke there is fire
Application (upanaya): mountain possesses smoke (which is pervaded by fire)
Conclusion (niganama): therefore, the mountain is fiery.

Mimamsakas hold that by premise the purpose of the conclusion and by the reason that all the

application are served. Then why unnecessarily five statements will be accepted?




Second type:

A further division of inference is available in the commentary of Shabara svamin on Jaiminiya
Mimamsa sutra™ . He divides inference into two like pratyakshatodrushta sambdha and
samanyatodrushta sambadha. The definition of these terms has not been defined but has been
illustrated by him. The commentator explains pratyakshatodrushta sambdha as ‘from the perception of
smoke the form of fire is inferred™"". Because it is based on the relationship, that which is directly
perceived. The relationship, which has been experienced previously somewhere in the kitchen etc.
After remembering invariable relationship between smoke and fire, whenever, somebody sees smoke
somewhere on the mountain, a certain knowledge arises in him like ‘this mountain is fiery’. This is

what is called pratyakshhodrushtam.

The inference that based upon a generalized relationship has been illustrated by
Shabarasvamin like this: one can infer that there is motion in the sun because it changes its place like
other movable objects like Devadatta etc i, Here, the movement of the sun cannot be perceived
directly but can be inferred from its motion (i.e. changing place from time to time). So, from the above
instance we can formulate a general statement like: ‘wWhenever an object changes its place it has
motion. This instance is based upon a known fact. Therefore, it is called inference with generalized

relationship or samanyatodrushta sambadha.
Kumarila Bhatta’s interpretation on second type:

The above division of inference created a room for Kumarila Bhatta to raise an objection. He opposes it
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saying ‘there is mutually exclusiveness between these two classes of inference He finds no
difference. The relation of smoke with fire is not directly seen. So, all so the case of changing position
and movement. On the other hand, if somebody claims saying that though the relationship is not
directly seen but it has been experienced directly in kitchen etc. we reply them like the relation
between change of position and movement is also cannot be seen directly but it can be assumed from
the activities of Devadatta. Hence, both the illustrations can be applied in samanyatodrushta‘. He,
therefore, rejects the term pratyakshatodrushta and puts visheshyatodrushta in its place. According to
Kumarila, a division must possess some unique characteristics. But it does not happen in case of
pratyakshatodrushta and samanyatodrushta, because vishesha is opposite to samanya but not to
pratyaksha. Visheshyatodrushta or seen by particulars type of inference, according to Kumarila Bhatta,
is based on an invariable relation between two particulars. It has been illustrated like this. A person
observes a particular fire produced out of some fuel like cow dung etc. with its effect that is smoke.
And one day he happens to see a particular string of smoke somewhere in the mountain then he

remembers the relation between the two particulars and then he concludes that a particular fire which

exists on mountain, which is not in contact with our sense organs. It is called so because it is based

upon a particular relation of a particular perception”.

On the other hand, Samanyatodrushta is knowledge of the relation by perception of two
general objects. Kumarila keeps the idea unchanged with Shabara in this connection™. However,

samanyatodrushtanumana deals with the class of objects.
The example is the familiar inference of the fire with smoke in the hill.
Prabhakara Mishra’s interpretation on second type:

Prabhakara Mimamsakas explain Shabara’s division of inference in a different way. He classifies
inference on the basis of the self-property of the object of inference (sadhya). Sometimes the self-

property of the probandum is perceptible and sometimes it is imperceptible.

When it is perceptible it is called drushtasvalakshana and when it is not perceptible it is called
adrushtasvalakshana. So according to him, inference is of two kinds that is drushtasvalakshana and
liii

adrushtasvalakshana™'. The self-property of the object of inference that is fire-ness is perceptible. That
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is why this is the example of the first category™. But in the case of second one the self-property of the

prabandum is imperceptible. For example, action or movement and potency (shakti)".
Third type:

Third type of classification of inference also has been accepted by the system. Of course,
Shabarabhashya has nothing to say about it. Prabhakaras do not say anything about it also. Kumarila
Bhatta also does not mention this classification. But it is Narayana, the follower of Bhatta school of
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Mimamsa, who classifies inference into three like anvaya-vyatireki, kevalanvayi and kevela-vyatireki".

This classification is based upon the invariable concomitance.

The first one is kevalanvayi linga or purely positively concomitant. The existence of Prabandum
where there is the existence of probans is called kevalanvayi vyapti or positive pervasion. And
inference, which possesses anavayivyapti is called kevalanvayi or only positive inference. For
example, the knowledge manifested by knowledge, because it’s knowledge like jar etc. Here one
cannot produce a negative example because all the objects can be illustrated by knowledge. As it is

impossible to produce a negative example of the inference hence it is called Kevalanvayi anumana.

A kevalavyatireki vyapti or only negative perversion occurs there where the non-existence of

probans is seen in case of non-existence of the probandum. And the inference, which possesses only
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negative invariable concomitance or kevalavyatireki vyapti, is called only negative inference™. For




example, every cognition is self-manifesting because it is cognition. Where there is no self-
manifestedness there is absence of cognition-ness. For example, say a pot. Here it is not possible to
produce a positive example i.e. what is self-manifesting is also cognition. Therefore, it is called only

negative inference.

That is called an inference of both positive and negative or anvayavyatireka
anumana, which contains both the type of invariable concomitance™. In other words, the
inference containing both the positive and negative pervasion is called anvayavyatireka. For
example, the mountain possesses fire because of smoke. We can have it in both the ways
i.e. ‘where there is smoke there is fire’ — positive pervasion and ‘where there is no smoke
there is no fire’ — negative pervasion. And the combination of both the pervasions generates

a third one called positive and negative pervasion as well.

Among these three types of inferences, the followers of Kumarila, however, do not accept the
only negative inference™. And in its place they put the fifth variety of valid knowledge called

anupalabdhi.
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'VV/_\tmé va are d¢ael lavya \érotavyo mantavyo nididhyasitavya l.Be hdaranyakopaniead, 2.4.5 * Yasminnida- vicikitsanti m #tyo
Kathopanisad , 3.14

vi yat sl mpar!_ye mahati brhi nastat,
Mundakopaniead, 3.2.4

Yo’ya-varo g (oha- anupravieTo

vii

Kathopanisad, 1.1.21

viii .

. |l"ld‘, 127 nlnya- tasm/nnacikeketa v ¢ )xte. Ibid., 1.1.29.
Ibid., 2.1.1

xxi

B ¢ hadaranyakopaniead., 4.4.23.
* | reyo hi dhxro’bhi preyaso v ¢ )xte, vakop

. . b SCidhanl_ni-niyt/_nityavastuvivekeh mutr/_rthaphalabhogavir/ ga #am/ diea ?kasampattfmumuk-utv,ni.
Preyo mando yogakeem/d v #nxte.lbid., 1.2.2.
i . Vedantasara, 15.

Kathopanisad , Up. 1.2.2
W pro tacitt/ ya jitendriyy ca prahxnado e/ ya yathoktak/ i e,

xii

Swami ranganathananda, The massage of the Upanieads, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1968, pp. 59
Gu ),nvit,y,nugat_ya sarvad!//pradeymetatsatata- mumukeave. Upadesa Sahasri, 16.72.

xiii

Chandogya Upaniead, Sthadhyéya, 7-12 khanda
xiv , . ,
[vobh/ vl martyasya yad antakaitat * B ¢ hadaranyakopanisad, 4.4.8

sarvenadriy!/ ) Jjarayanti teja /
XXV

Manameyodaya — verse no:1

Api sarva- jxvitam alpam eva i . . A
P / P " Nyayaratnakara on Shlokavarttika, verse. 44 avisamvadi vijnanam pramanam.

Tavaiva v h[’s tava n #tya gxte. Kal lhopaniead, 1.1.26 il . .
Prakarana panjika, p. 42 pramanamanubhutih.

* Kathopanisad , 1.2.11




xxviii

Manameyodaya — verse no: 15
Shabarabhashya 1.1.5 anuman sapakshasya ekadeshadarshanadekadeshantare

XXiX

asannikruste budhih

XXX

Shlokavarttika -2, verse-3
% 1hid, verse 3-4

4 This is also Bahubrihi

“4il |bid. ... ekadeshyathavochyate

©*v Nyayaratnakara, p.291 yasya jnatasambandhyasya mahanasakhyo sapaksho jnatah.

Y bid.
©i ghlokavarttika -2, verse 3, karmadharayapaksho va sambandhinyekadeshata

XXxvii

Nyayaratnakara, p. 291 linga lingi dvayam tatsamudaya eva jnanasambandh

Shlokavarttika -2, verse 3, dvaye va jnatasambandhmupalabdham paraspaparam.

Tasyekadeshashabdabhyamuchyate samavayinau.

X Bryhati, 1.1.5 anumanamekadesha darshanadekadeshantare asannikrusterthe budhih.

Kasyekadeshasya? Jnatasambadhasya.
Shlokavarttika -2 verse 55 asannikrustavacha cha dvyamatra jihasitam. Tadrupyena

gruhitatvam tad viparyayatoapi cha.

xli

Bruhati, 1.1.5, sannikrustavamarshe hi smaranameva manyante.

xlii

Vishamasthalatippani on Prakaranapanjika, anumanaparichheda p. 196 —

asannikrustapadam smaranabhimananirasarthamityuktam.
i Epistemology of the Bhatta School of Purva Mimamsa, p. 254
Manameyodaya, p. 63
W 1bid, p. 63
Wi Shabarabhashya, 1.1.5
xlvii Ibid.
xlviii |b|d
i Shlokavarttika, verse 138
! Ibid, verse 140
" Ibid, verse 140-142
" |bid, verse 145
il prakaranapaniika, p. 214 prameyamanumanasya drustadrustasvalakshanam.

xliv

™ lbid.
¥ Ibid.
“ Manameyodaya, p. 53 tacchanumantrividham anvayavyatireki kevalanvayi

kevalavyatireki cheti.

Ivii

Ibid, p. 53 sadhanasyasadbhave sadhyasyapi sadbhavah anvayavyapti.

Vi |bid. sadhyasyabhave sadhanasyapyabhavah vyatirakavyapti.

™ |bid. tatra yashyobhayabidhavyaptirasti tadanvayavyatireki.

" Ibid, p. 56 te cha kaumarilah prayo nechanti vyatirekinam.
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